
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING February 26, 2024

Members Present: Brian Anderson (arrived at 7:26pm), Mette Rossi, Teri Cantor, Bethel Marcus
(arrived at 6:35pm), Lauren McDonagh (left at 7:56pm)

Members Absent:

Others Present: Jessica Bowen Ossa – Director
Sofija Duic - Clerk to the Board
Howard Heffler - Treasurer

AGENDA
A. Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
B. Roll Call
C. Nominations and Elections of Officers
D. Approval/Change of Agenda
E. Approval of Minutes of Preceding Meeting
F. Public Forum
G. Report of the Chair
H. Committee/Sub-Committee Reports:

Long Term Planning - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
Policy - Committee Members: Mette Rossi and Lauren McDonagh
Safety & Security Committee - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Teri Cantor
Audit Committee - Committee Members: Teri Cantor and Bethel Marcus
Negotiations - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi

I. Warrants & Pre-Approvals
Warrants
New Vendors
Personnel
Pre-Approval of Program Payments

J. Financial Reports:
Accountant's Report - Dennis Stoner
Treasurer's Report - Howard Heffler

K. Director’s Report
Long Range Library Plan

L. Old Business
M. New Business

Next Meeting Date - March 25, 2024
N. Public Forum
O. Adjournment

A. Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Mette Rossi called the meeting to order at 6:33pm
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B. Roll Call

C. Nominations and Elections of Officers, if any
All nominations complete

D. Approval/Change of Agenda
The Board approved the Agenda for the meeting held on February 26, 2024, on motion by Teri Cantor,
seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 3 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried

E. Approval of Minutes of Preceding Meeting
The Board approved the minutes for the meeting held on January 22, on motion by Teri Cantor,
seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 3 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

The Board approved the minutes for the meeting held on February 9, 2024, on motion by Teri Cantor,
seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

F. Public Forum
Disclaimer: Public Forum is an opportunity for the public to make statements to the Nanuet
Library Board of Trustees. Statements are not made to other members of the public. The
Board does not routinely comment on personnel issues in public. It is the Board’s strong
recommendation that any criticisms or compliments concerning personnel be made in writing
and not presented at the open forum. Comments made in writing allow the Board to review
the comments in detail and to ask the Director to review the comments and take action if
necessary.

According to the Public Forum Policy revision dated March 27, 2012, members of the public
wishing to speak during the public forum will be limited to a statement of no more than two
(2) minutes in length.

No Members of the Public Present.

G. Report of the Chair
N/A

H. Committee/Sub-Committee Reports:
Long Term Planning:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
The committee did not meet
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Policy:
Committee Members: Mette Rossi and Lauren McDonagh
The committee meets on Thursday, February 8th @ 5pm via Zoom
The next Policy Committee meeting is Monday, March 11th @ 5:00pm
Discussion for a 5 year plan for updating policies.

Safety & Security Committee:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Teri Cantor
The committee did not meet

Audit Committee:
Committee Members: Teri Cantor and Mette Rossi
Committee met on Monday, January 29th to pass co-ownership to Teri Cantor.
The Audit Committee meeting is Tuesday, March 12th @ 5pm via Zoom to bring on Bethel Marcus.

Negotiations:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
The committee did not meet
Negotiations have started.

I. Warrants & Pre-Approvals
Warrants:
General Fund Warrant Number 7A dated January 2024 (checks numbered 16991 thru 16994) for
$3,095.09 was reviewed and approved on motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

General Fund Warrant Number 8 dated February 2024 (checks numbered 16995 thru 17043) for
$87,225.96 was reviewed and approved on motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

Capital Fund Warrant Number 8 dated February 2024 (checks numbered 1021-1022) for $9,072.00
was reviewed and approved on motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

New Vendors:
Capital Fund:
CJ2 Communication Strategies, LLC - Marketing re: Renovation Bond

Personnel:
The board approved the following amended January 2024 motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren
McDonagh
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1 Resignation:
January 29, 2024 - Leslie Mizhirumbay - Page

The board approved the following February 2024 motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

1 New Hire:
February 22, 2024 - Helayne Lefland - Clerk Sub

Motion to approve the posting of Public Information Specialist Part-Time Position motion by Teri
Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Pre-Approval of Program Payments:
on motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh the March 2024 program invoices were
pre-approved:

Date Presenter Program Quantity Cost per
unit

Total for
Month

3/1/2024 Rick Stromoski Cartooning Workshop 1 $300.00 $300.00

3/4/2024 Christina Hazen-Pouliot Jiggly Wiggly 6 $125.00 $750.00

3/5/2024 Shelley Sontag Mini Music and Movement 4 $135.00 $540.00

3/6/2024 Rick Feingold Barbie 1 $250.00 $250.00

3/7/2024 Marisa Horowitz-Jaffe The Giza Plateau 1 $250.00 $250.00

3/13/2024 Jessica Sperman Beyond the Book Art Class 1 $150.00 $150.00

3/16/2024 Ayam Arts & Collections
LLC

Let's Learn About Holi 1 $125.00 $125.00

3/17/2024 Palisades Interstate Park
Commission

Miss Bugbee and the Palisaders 1 $100.00 $100.00

3/18/2024 Gail Fleur Too Much Stuff! 1 $250.00 $250.00

3/20/2024 Dana Ansons Chair Yoga 3 $50.00 $150.00

3/28/2024 Daniel Garcia Music of Spain & South America 1 $500.00 $500.00

Total: $3,365.00

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.
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J. Financial Reports:
Accountant's Report - Dennis Stoner:
January will be brought back for discussion during March, with questions about possible budget
amendments for equipment and insurance.

Treasurer's Report - Howard Heffler:
The Board approved the Treasurer’s Report dated January 2024, as submitted by Howard Heffler, on
motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

K. Director’s Report:
Budget:
Dennis Stoner discussed the increases and decreases in the budgets in various areas with it overall
staying the same (moves within the budgeting subcategories).

Buildings & Grounds:
See Long Term Planning for an update

Proposal for financial advisor Jason Schwartz of Bernard P. Donegan, Ind. will be revised based on
discussion with our attorney and Jessica. This will be brought back during the March meeting.

Motion to approve the renewal of the Cyber Liability Policy through HUB International, for the
amount of $2,120.00 motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Technology:
Discussion on LCD & LED digital sign quotes. Discussion about size, and location and if one or two
can be ordered with the grant money that was not utilized in the generator purchase.

Motion to approve the Frontline Data Services price quote that expires March 20, 2024 for hardware
updates to not exceed the amount of $11,058.55 motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Policy:
Discussed - see above

The Board approved the Director’s Report dated February 26, 2024 as submitted by Jessica Bowen
Ossa, on motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Bethel Marcus
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Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

L. Old Business:
Discussed and updated accordingly

M. New Business:
The next regular meeting of the Nanuet Board of Trustees will be held on March 25, 2024 at 6:30 pm
in person.

N. Public Forum
Disclaimer: Public Forum is an opportunity for the public to make statements to the Nanuet
Library Board of Trustees. Statements are not made to other members of the public. The
Board does not routinely comment on personnel issues in public. It is the Board’s strong
recommendation that any criticisms or compliments concerning personnel be made in writing
and not presented at the open forum. Comments made in writing allow the Board to review
the comments in detail and to ask the Director to review the comments and take action if
necessary.

According to the Public Forum Policy revision dated March 27, 2012, members of the public
wishing to speak during the public forum will be limited to a statement of no more than two
(2) minutes in length.

No Members of the Public Present.

O. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the trustee meeting at 8:12 pm on motion by Teri Cantor, seconded Bethel Marcus

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sofija Duic
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