
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING December 18, 2023

Members Present: Brian Anderson, Mette Rossi, Teri Cantor, Lauren McDonagh

Members Absent: Bethel Marcus

Others Present: Jessica Bowen Ossa – Director
Sofija Duic - Clerk to the Board
Howard Heffler - Treasurer

AGENDA
A. Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
B. Roll Call
C. Nominations and Elections of Officers
D. Approval/Change of Agenda
E. Approval of Minutes of Preceding Meeting
F. Public Forum
G. Report of the Chair
H. Committee/Sub-Committee Reports:

Long Term Planning - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
Policy - Committee Members: Mette Rossi and Lauren McDonagh
Safety & Security Committee - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Teri Cantor
Audit Committee - Committee Members: Teri Cantor and Bethel Marcus
Negotiations - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi

I. Warrants & Pre-Approvals
Warrants
New Vendors
Personnel
Pre-Approval of Program Payments

J. Financial Reports:
Accountant's Report - Dennis Stoner
Treasurer's Report - Howard Heffler

K. Director’s Report
Long Range Library Plan

L. Old Business
M. New Business

Next Meeting Date - January 22, 2024
N. Public Forum
O. Adjournment

A. Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Brian Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:41pm

B. Roll Call
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C. Nominations and Elections of Officers, if any
All nominations complete

D. Approval/Change of Agenda
The Board approved the Agenda for the meeting held on December 18, 2023, on motion by Mette
Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried

E. Approval of Minutes of Preceding Meeting
The Board approved the minutes for the meeting held on November 27, 2023, on motion by Mette
Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

F. Public Forum
Disclaimer: Public Forum is an opportunity for the public to make statements to the Nanuet
Library Board of Trustees. Statements are not made to other members of the public. The
Board does not routinely comment on personnel issues in public. It is the Board’s strong
recommendation that any criticisms or compliments concerning personnel be made in writing
and not presented at the open forum. Comments made in writing allow the Board to review
the comments in detail and to ask the Director to review the comments and take action if
necessary.

According to the Public Forum Policy revision dated March 27, 2012, members of the public
wishing to speak during the public forum will be limited to a statement of no more than two
(2) minutes in length.

No Members of the Public Present.

G. Report of the Chair
N/A

H. Committee/Sub-Committee Reports:
Long Term Planning:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
The committee did not meet
Jessica continues to work with Butler Rowland Mays Architects as well as the Staff at the Library to
rework some details to go forth with another budget vote in May.

Policy:
Committee Members: Mette Rossi and Lauren McDonagh
The committee meet on Monday, December 11th @ 5pm via Zoom
The next Policy Committee meeting is Thursday, January 11th @ 5:30pm
Reviewed the website, checking that the most current versions of all the policies are posted.
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Collection Development Policy put on hold until February 2024 due to pending legislation related to
materials challenges.
Working on records retention to create a new procedure.

Safety & Security Committee:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Teri Cantor
The committee did not meet
Next meeting will be discussed at a later date/time

Audit Committee:
Committee Members: Teri Cantor and Bethel Marcus
Committee did not meet
Next meeting will be discussed at a later date/time

Negotiations:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
The committee did not meet

I. Warrants & Pre-Approvals
Warrants:
General Fund Warrant Number 4A dated October 2023 (checks numbered 16835 thru 16838) for
$5,286.28 was reviewed and approved on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

General Fund Warrant Number 5A dated November 2023 (checks numbered 16882 thru 16887) for
$3,195.30 was reviewed and approved on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

General Fund Warrant Number 6 dated December 2023 (checks numbered 16888-16933) for
$79,605.42 was reviewed and approved on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

New Vendors:
Amendended November 2023
General Fund:
Little Ivy Academy, LLC - JUV Program Presenter (Gamemakers)
SMS Store Traffic - Software renewal for door traffic device

December 2023
General Fund:
David's Wood & Chair Repair LLC - Reupholstery of chairs
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Personnel:
The board approved the following December 2023 motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren
McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

1 Retirement:
December 30, 2023 - Helayne Lefland - Library Clerk II

Pre-Approval of Program Payments:
on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh the January 2024 program invoices were
pre-approved:

Date Presenter Program Quantity Cost per
unit

Total for
Month

8-Jan Shelley Sontag Emotional Regulation * 1 $200.00 $200.00

10-Jan Jackie Pignatelli Intro to Hip Hop with Studio Jacked 1 $150.00 $150.00

17-Jan Palisades Interstate Park
Commission

How the Job is Done: The CCC on the
New Jersey Palisades

1 $100.00 $100.00

18-Jan Suzi Myers Tipa Square Dancing 1 $300.00 $300.00

20-Jan Dana Ansons Chair Yoga 5 $50.00 $250.00

24-Jan Jill Geddes Family Ukelele 4 $120.00 $480.00

25-Jan Merin Jacob South Asian Story and Craft 4 $100.00 $400.00

31-Jan Jackie Galgano Toe' Tappin Storytime 6 $75.00 $450.00

Total: *rescheduled from Sept 2023 $2,330.00

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

J. Financial Reports:
Accountant's Report - Dennis Stoner:
Motion to accept the Accountant Reports dated November 2023 on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded
Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report - Howard Heffler:
The Board approved the Treasurer’s Report dated November 2023, as submitted by Howard Heffler,
on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.
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In November, school taxes deposited $855,272 have been deposited for a total of $3,016,252 for a
94.7% of the tax levy of $3,279,400. Last year at this time, we were at $2,935,893 with a 92.9% tax
levy for November 2023. The balance to be collected $173,848 should occur in January and April.

K. Director’s Report:
Administration:
2024 Board Dates discussed

Buildings & Grounds:
Motion to accept the Emergency Procedures Staff and Patron Flyers on motion by Mette Rossi,
seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Personnel:
Motion to post the Library Clerk II, Circulation Supervisor position on motion by Mette Rossi
seconded by Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

Policy:
Discussed - see above

The Board approved the Director’s Report dated November 27, 2023 as submitted by Jessica Bowen
Ossa, on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

L. Old Business:
Discussed and updated accordingly

M. New Business:
The next regular meeting of the Nanuet Board of Trustees will be held on January 22, 2024 at 6:30 pm
in person.

N. Public Forum
Disclaimer: Public Forum is an opportunity for the public to make statements to the Nanuet
Library Board of Trustees. Statements are not made to other members of the public. The
Board does not routinely comment on personnel issues in public. It is the Board’s strong
recommendation that any criticisms or compliments concerning personnel be made in writing
and not presented at the open forum. Comments made in writing allow the Board to review
the comments in detail and to ask the Director to review the comments and take action if
necessary.

According to the Public Forum Policy revision dated March 27, 2012, members of the public
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wishing to speak during the public forum will be limited to a statement of no more than two
(2) minutes in length.

No Members of the Public Present.

O. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the trustee meeting at 8:23 pm on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren
McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sofija Duic

6 | Page


