
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING HELD October 23 2023

Members Present: Brian Anderson, Mette Rossi, Teri Cantor, Lauren McDonagh, Bethel Marcus
(at 6:43pm)

Members Absent:

Others Present: Jessica Bowen Ossa – Director
Sofija Duic - Clerk to the Board
Howard Heffler - Treasurer

AGENDA
A. Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
B. Roll Call
C. Nominations and Elections of Officers
D. Approval/Change of Agenda
E. Approval of Minutes of Preceding Meeting
F. Public Forum
G. Report of the Chair
H. Committee/Sub-Committee Reports:

Long Term Planning - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
Policy - Committee Members: Mette Rossi and Lauren McDonagh
Safety & Security Committee - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Teri Cantor
Audit Committee - Committee Members: Teri Cantor and Bethel Marcus
Negotiations - Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi

I. Warrants & Pre-Approvals
Warrants
New Vendors
Personnel
Pre-Approval of Program Payments

J. Financial Reports:
Accountant's Report - Dennis Stoner
Treasurer's Report - Howard Heffler

K. Director’s Report
Long Range Library Plan

L. Old Business
M. New Business

Next Meeting Date - November 27, 2023
N. Public Forum
O. Adjournment

A. Call Meeting to Order / Pledge of Allegiance
The Board recited the Pledge of Allegiance.
Brian Anderson called the meeting to order at 6:36 PM
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B. Roll Call

C. Nominations and Elections of Officers, if any
All nominations complete

D. Approval/Change of Agenda
The Board approved the Agenda for the meeting held on October 23, 2023, on motion by Mette Rossi,
seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried

E. Approval of Minutes of Preceding Meeting
The Board approved the minutes for the meeting held on August 28, 2023, on motion by Mette Rossi,
seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 4 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

F. Public Forum
Disclaimer: Public Forum is an opportunity for the public to make statements to the Nanuet
Library Board of Trustees. Statements are not made to other members of the public. The
Board does not routinely comment on personnel issues in public. It is the Board’s strong
recommendation that any criticisms or compliments concerning personnel be made in writing
and not presented at the open forum. Comments made in writing allow the Board to review
the comments in detail and to ask the Director to review the comments and take action if
necessary.

According to the Public Forum Policy revision dated March 27, 2012, members of the public
wishing to speak during the public forum will be limited to a statement of no more than two
(2) minutes in length.

No members of the public present

G. Report of the Chair
N/A

H. Committee/Sub-Committee Reports:
Long Term Planning:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
The committee did not meet

There were 6 bids for the Generator Bid that was put out. The low bid and recommendation is for the
library to use Rockland Electric $207,000 for generator and installation of the sign. The sign does need
an additional Bid Invitation done for the purchasing of the sign.
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Resolution WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees of Nanuet Public Library (the "Library'') wishes to
address repeated power outages in the building located at 149 Church Street, Nanuet, New York; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees further wishes to purchase and have installed a stand-by generator
at the Library's premises; and
WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees further wishes to have installed an electronic message board at the
Library's premises to replace the sign existing currently; and
WHEREAS, the Library has complied with all applicable legal requirements necessary to effectuate
the foregoing;
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY:
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the purchase by the Library from Fanshawe, Inc.
d/b/a Rockland Electric of a stand-by generator to be installed at the Library's premises in accordance
with certain plans and specifications prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by Butler
Rowland Mays Architects; and it is further
RESOLVED, that the Board of Trustees approves the installation by Fanshawe, Inc. d/b/a Rockland
Electric of an electronic message board at the Library's premises in accordance with certain plans and
specifications prepared and submitted to the Board of Trustees by Butler Rowland Mays Architects;
and it is further
RESOLVED, that the aggregate purchase price of said stand-by generator and installation of the
electronic message board is Two Hundred Seven Thousand Dollars ($207,000.00), which amount will
be funded by the Library's Capital Reserve Account and New York State Construction Aid.

Was introduced By Brian Anderson, President of the Board Of Trustees, and seconded by Mette Rossi,
the Vice President of the Board of Trustees, on a vote of 5 to 0, the President of the Board of Trustees
declared the Resolution adopted.

Policy:
Committee Members: Mette Rossi and Lauren McDonagh
The committee met, Monday, October 16th @ 5:30pm via Zoom
The next Policy Committee meeting is Wednesday, December 6th @ 5:30pm

Collection Development Policy put on hold until February 2024 due to pending legislation related to
materials challenges.

Motion to accept the Policy for the Nanuet Public Library Museum Passes on motion by Mette Rossi,
seconded Lauren McDonagh with the correct of the area code to reflect 845.

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Motion to accept the Policy for the Nanuet Public Library Notary Public Service Policy, on motion by
Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.
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Motion to accept the 2024 Nanuet Public Library Closing, with italicizing the early closures for
Christmas and New Years Eve on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Safety & Security Committee:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Teri Cantor
Committee met on October 17th.
The next Safety & Security Committee is TBA

Motion to accept the Emergency Procedure Flip Chart pending a few updates to vendors, on motion by
Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

Audit Committee:
Committee Members: Teri Cantor and Bethel Marcus
Committee did not meet
Next meeting will be discussed at a later date/time

Negotiations:
Committee Members: Brian Anderson and Mette Rossi
The committee did not meet

I. Warrants & Pre-Approvals
Warrants:
General Fund Warrant Number 4 dated September 2023 (checks numbered 16776 thru 16834) for
$89,998.03 was reviewed and approved on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

Capital Fund Warrant Number 4 dated September 2023 (checks numbered 1017-1019) for $4,000.73,
was reviewed and approved on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

New Vendors:
General Fund:
Adams, Christine dba Black Sheep Arts - JUV Program Presenter (Felting for Tweens)
Palisades Interstate Park Commission - Adult Program Presenter (Millionaires Row)
Chiku Awali African Dance, Arts & Culture, Inc. - (Dance Around The Globe Series)
Knesevitch, Edmond - JUV Program Presenter (Chess Workshop)
Library Solutions, LLC dba Library Market - Programs Calendar Software
Samanamud, Leonardo - Adult Program Presenter (Tarot - Tool for Self-Exploration)
Capital Fund:
Independent Media Sales & Services, Inc. - Legal Ad (Invitation to Bid for Generator Project)
The Journal News - Legal Ad (Invitation to Bid for Generator Project)

Personnel:
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The board approved the following October 2023 motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

1 Resignation:
October 4, 2023 - Zoe Brown - Page

Pre-Approval of Program Payments:
On motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh the November 2023 program invoices were
pre-approved:

Date Presenter Program Quantity Cost per
unit

Total for
Month

1-Nov Challenge Island Rockland/
Bergen

Family STEM Night: Wind at Work* 1 $700.00 $700.00

4-Nov Chiku Awali African Dance
& Culture, Inc.

Dance Around the Globe - Chiku Awali 1 $450.00 $450.00

6-Nov Piermont Historical Society Last Stop USA: Piermont During WWII 1 $50.00 $50.00

11-Nov Kurt Gallagher Mr. Kurt in Concert 1 $250.00 $250.00

20-Nov Let's Groove Entertainment Move and Groove with Miss Lisa 3 $150.00 $450.00

21-Nov Danielle Fisher Bendy Bookworm 4 $135.00 $540.00

29-Nov Little Ivy Academy GameMakers 4 $300.00 $1,200.00

29-Nov Dana Ansons Chair Yoga 4 $50.00 $200.00

30-Nov Alexis Starke Teen Sip & Paint 1 $160.00 $160.00

* Funds provided from grant money for Nanuet Reads
Total: $4.000.00

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

Programs for November 2023 will be hybrid.

J. Financial Reports:
Accountant's Report - Dennis Stoner:
Motion to accept the Accountant Reports dated August 2023 on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded
Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Motion to accept the Accountant Reports dated September 2023 on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded
Lauren McDonagh
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Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Treasurer's Report - Howard Heffler:
The Board approved the Treasurer’s Report dated August 2023, as submitted by Howard Heffler, on
motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

The Board approved the Treasurer’s Report dated September 2023, as submitted by Howard Heffler,
on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Two payments for the school taxes have been deposited for a total of $2,250,780 for a 68.6% of the tax
levy of $3,279,400. Last year at this time we were at $1,733,625 with a 54.9% tax levy for October
2023.

K. Director’s Report:
Budget & Finance:
RCLS Budget will be brought back in November for a vote after some questions are addressed.

Buildings & Grounds:
Motion to approve the New Water fountain with cooler and bottle fill to be installed by Houser Bros.,
Inc. on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

Personnel:
The Children’s Department submitted a request to hire back two office workers (college students) from
Dec.15- Jan.15 to assist with program supervision and program prep. Estimated need is approximately
40 hours combined.

Policy:
Discussed - see above

Technology:
Motion to approve the United Business System lease term for 63 months, for $314 a month, with
copies being billed quarterly on a usage basis on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.

The Board approved the Director’s Report dated October 23, 2023 as submitted by Jessica Bowen, on
motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: 0 Motion carried.
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L. Old Business:
Discussed and updated accordingly

M. New Business:
The next regular meeting of the Nanuet Board of Trustees will be held on November 27, 2023 at 6:30
pm in person.

N. Public Forum
Disclaimer: Public Forum is an opportunity for the public to make statements to the Nanuet
Library Board of Trustees. Statements are not made to other members of the public. The
Board does not routinely comment on personnel issues in public. It is the Board’s strong
recommendation that any criticisms or compliments concerning personnel be made in writing
and not presented at the open forum. Comments made in writing allow the Board to review
the comments in detail and to ask the Director to review the comments and take action if
necessary.

According to the Public Forum Policy revision dated March 27, 2012, members of the public
wishing to speak during the public forum will be limited to a statement of no more than two
(2) minutes in length.

No Members of the Public Present.

O. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn the trustee meeting at 8:42 pm on motion by Mette Rossi, seconded Lauren
McDonagh

Ayes: 5 Noes: 0 Abstaining: Motion carried.

Respectfully Submitted,
Sofija Duic
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